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Director’s Column   
 
 
BUILDING UNDERSTANDING 
 
Over the last eight months, I have learnt a huge amount 
about the huge diversity of the international partnerships 
which exist.  It is both fascinating and inspiring to discover 
so many ways in which ‘understanding’ between 
communities and cultures across the world is being ‘Built’ 
through ‘International Links’.  Just recently however, 
especially in the context of the current discussion about the 
development of a Commonwealth Diamond Jubilee initiative 
in school linking, there have been questions raised about the 
word ‘Development’ in BUILD’s title. 
 
Because the arena in which many of our member 
organisations are working is primarily one in which 
‘international development’ is the sine qua non of their 
existence, and that phrase has a specific political meaning – 
as in DfID – it is, I suppose, inevitable that we simply 
assume that we know what we mean, and that the word 
‘development’ applies primarily to outcomes in the Global 
South.  That is the Government’s clearly-stated policy – 
priority must be given to poverty reduction and the MDGs, 
and, of course, no-one would disagree that radical action to 
remove the scar of absolute poverty is of the highest priority. 
 
However, it seems logical, given BUILD’s  belief that equality 
and mutuality are foundational aspirations in the formation of 
links and partnerships that for us, ‘development’ should refer 
overtly to communities at both ends of a link.  I don’t sense 
much disagreement with that aim!  But the question which 
keeps coming back to me is how we go about ensuring that 
‘equality and mutuality’ really are built into our links.  As 
many people point out, there is actually very little equality 
about  most of the communities that link with each other.  
We inevitably start from very unequal situations. 
 



 
I remain convinced, though, that there are ways which will enable authentic mutual 
encounter to take place from the outset, and this is what a number of the articles in this 
issue of our newsletter set out to begin to explore.  ‘Telling our stories’ is an increasingly 
popular theme in all sorts of contexts.  If we are to understand one another, we need to 
hear one another’s stories as individuals and as communities at an intensely personal 
and intimate level.  It is back to that idea of ‘ubuntu’:  “I am who I am because you are 
who you are”.  This is an immensely important and profound insight.  No matter who we 
are, where we are and how ‘developed’ we are, we are affected by other people and all 
that makes them who they are, their history, their culture and environment. 
 
How do we get in touch with all of that?  I hope that through the various articles some 
interesting ideas might evolve.  The Commonwealth Education Trust recently published 
a beautiful volume of poems, stories and the like from all over the Commonwealth, 
entitled  ‘A River of Stories’, which Lynne Mawby has reviewed.  This is a great resource.  
Folk music in England at least, has rarely been seen as more than a minority sport for 
the eccentric, despite something of a resurgence in recent years; but in other parts of the 
world – not least in Scotland, Ireland and Wales – traditional music lies at the heart of 
story-telling .   
 
And the emergence of the WOMAD festival over the past 30 years, and its ever-growing 
popularity, leading now to an international programme of festivals, demonstrates what a 
powerful medium music is.  I am so glad to have linked up with the WOMAD Foundation, 
the educational arm of WOMAD, and welcome Annie Menter’s article so much.  Drama 
too is a very significant channel of communication, and our contact with ACTA came 
through the BUKDIP project, and our event in Bristol, whilst Photographers for Hope 
demonstrate extremely well how art in various forms can convey extremely sharp 
connections, especially for the majority of people who will not have the chance of a face-
to-face encounter. 
 
Football may not be seen in quite the same light, at least in the UK!  But actually, football 
has become almost a universal unspoken language, and children in many parts of the 
world are seriously into English football.  The potential for unusual and very creative links 
for community development, as exemplified in the 10 year old link between Charlton 
Athletic and communities in South Africa, is therefore enormous.  We are looking to 
holding a conference through our APPG in the first week of September, which will open 
up and explore the potential, and more details of that will be available soon. 
I really do hope that everyone will see the benefits of looking very carefully together at 
how the arts can be used very creatively to facilitate real personal meetings across the 
many barriers which still exist to building true understanding between peoples, and can 
be an effective contribution to world development. 
 
 

 

Andrew Deuchar 
 

 

 

 



 

 

We look forward to welcoming you all to the next  
MEMBERS’ MEETING 
                                                 being held on 13th – 14th September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 at The Wycliffe Centre, Buckinghamshire   

                    
Agenda tbc -  
But please put the date in your diary 

We hope you can join us 
 

 

We need to let them know numbers attending. 
 
The deadline for booking your place is  
 

1st  August 2012 
 

Contact 
 Lynne or Andrew on: 
01672 861001 
 
Or email:  
Admin@build-online.org.uk 
 

 

 

Conference Facilities  

 Accommodation for up to 200 

including en-suite facilities 

 Purpose built bedrooms with full 

disabled facilities for the mobility 

impaired person 

 Camp fire and Barbeque facilities 

 Football pitch and sand volleyball 

court 

 Exercise room and Games room 

 Open air swimming pool                                    

mailto:Admin@build-online.org.uk


 

 

 

 

Music builds bridges; when we start playing music, the language doesn’t matter – the 

music is the language. 

    (Master Musician Chartwell Dutiro – Zimbabwe) 

 

 

The WOMAD Foundation is the educational arm of the WOMAD Festival and has been 

working with musicians and young people around the world since 1983, taking artists 

into schools, colleges and community settings. Through first hand cultural exchanges, 

we provide encounters with artists who bring their world into the classroom, encouraging 

a spirit of exploration and enquiry. Music and storytelling can take us to places we may 

never physically visit, directing our gaze beyond our known horizons.  They can engage 

with young people in powerful and compelling ways. 

 

We develop intercultural programmes, participatory workshops and musical 

collaborations with international musicians which encourage new approaches to music  

giving students a wider understanding of the cultural context that the music sits within, 

allowing students to engage more fully with the music.  

 

 

 
Mamane Barka & Oumarou Adamou (Niger) at Batheaston Primary school 

 

WOMAD Foundation  -  Building Bridges – Global connections 



Artists from West Africa to China, South Africa to the Balkans and South America to 

Australia come to share their experiences and expertise here in the UK and in 

community settings far from home. We work with both visiting artists and artists based in 

the UK.   

 

A project in primary schools in Wiltshire was ‘Musical Journeys - Untold Stories’ with 

flautist Guo Yue from China. Learning about his childhood and the impact that the 

Cultural Revolution had had on his family, the subsequent life that then brought him to 

England and how his journey had continued from the day he arrived was encompassed 

in a music and storytelling workshop. The children were utterly absorbed for two hours.   

Sharing fish and chips in the school canteen with him was a highlight for the children 

when they discovered chopsticks and chips were not the perfect match … cultural 

exchange at its best! 

                                                       

  
  Guo Yue (China) does lunch at Malmesbury Primary 

 

Yue talking about his dreams made me feel I could achieve anything   

              Ben Smith Yr 6 

When Yue played his flute I felt totally free and relaxed. 

         Daniel Gould Yr 6 

 

Our work with young people reaches across the curriculum, offering insight into the arts 

through geography, history, faith, politics, family, society, trade and much more. In many 

cultures, music and the arts remain at the heart of a community, strengthening inter-

generational links and enriching daily life.   

 



Music supports and validates traditional culture but can also be a barometer of  change. 

It can be a catalyst for the imagination. Bringing young people together with artists 

allows us to focus on the universal as well as the particular.  Making music can be as 

simple as clapping a rhythm or as complex as being part of a fifty piece orchestra. It 

offers myriad ways for us to connect with one another. 

 

Our project ‘Singing the Rhythms of Life’ in 2011 took six artists from six countries in 

Africa into ten primary schools. As part of the government initiative to get every child in 

primary school singing again, we focused on lullabies, playground games, songs and 

stories, connecting cultures and celebrating the power of song. It was as important for 

the artists to learn songs from the children they were working with, as it was for them to 

teach songs from their own countries.  The artists also led twilight sessions with teachers 

and young music leaders to embed the learning and the experience into the life of the 

school. 

 

               
         

           N’Faly Kouyate (Guinea Bissau) introduces a young student to the kora 

 



Educational projects with musicians from different parts of the world not only bring new 

musical skills but are able to engender a deeper understanding and respect for the 

societies in which we live.  From ‘Heal the Hood’, an urban dance and poetry project 

from South Africa, to ‘From the Heart of Song’ with Yungchen Lhamo, who left her home 

in Tibet to walk across the mountains into India with her young son and the songs and 

memories that she carried in her head: work with these artists can be transformative in 

young people’s understanding and perception of other lives and the connections we 

have as part of a global society. 

 

Culture is not an add-on or a luxury, but an integral part of overall development in both 

the developed and developing worlds.      (The Aga Khan) 

 

For more information about the work of the WOMAD Foundation contact Annie Menter : 

annie.menter@womad.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Ubuntu4Schools (U4S) 

What is U4S? 

U4S is a partnership in purpose between the Grubb Institute and MiDDLEGROUND.  

The partnership has been working for two years.  The purpose, which frames their 

partnership, is their shared intention to explore the kind of leadership of schools that 

fosters the spirit of ubuntu in schools.  The inspiration for the venture grew out of 

leadership training across Sub-Saharan Africa being done by MiDDLEGROUND in which 

leaders from business, government and NGOs became aware that assumptions around 

the spirit of Ubuntu offered fresh and innovative ways of working. More connected to 

what the current environment is calling forth.   

 

What is ‘ubuntu’ and why is it important today? 

Ubuntu is a Sub Saharan concept, which has no single equivalent word in English.  It 

draws attention to the essential connectedness of what it is to be a human being:  we are 

not “isolates” but “points of relatedness” in the web of humankind.   

 

Phrases such as ‘I am, because you are, because we are’ and ‘I belong, therefore I am’ 

convey something of the ubuntu spirit.  The significance of ubuntu today is that we now 

live in a world that is evolving on the basis of connectedness – economically, politically, 

culturally and socially. Co-creation, coalition, collaboration, mutuality, negotiation and 

partnership – all qualities of ubuntu - lie at the heart of what is needed today to bring 

about wellbeing and progress.     

 

EDUCATION 



How does U4S work? 

U4S seeks to call on the resource of the wisdom and experience from South Africa in 

relation to its application and exploration of Ubuntu. U4S is an initiative which is 

designed to develop the kind of leadership in schools which can nurture ubuntu through 

international links.  What U4S does is to explore how the actual day-to-day experience of 

being in school influences what children feel about living and being in a working 

organisation.  It is a multi-faceted, multilayered programme.  It is developing through 

direct links and visits to South Africa.  It works at the level of classrooms, across whole 

schools and in clusters of schools. It enables heads, teachers and pupils in the UK to 

learn to recognise ubuntu when it is present and to know how to have more of it.   

 

In practical terms U4S is working:  

1. In partnership with Link Community Development, to link a cluster of four primary 

schools in Dartford, Kent,  with a cluster of four primary schools in Limpopo.  The 

intention is to develop the leadership across the whole network to enable ubuntu 

to be recognised, fostered and enhanced in everyone’s experience.   In these we 

expect to contribute leadership training which will build on LCD’s curriculum 

resources. 

2. Between two secondary schools, one in Lambeth, London and one in Daveytown, 

Gauteng. We are devising and piloting innovative classroom exercises related to 

the exploration of Ubuntu with a Year 8 class in both countries. 

3. We are opening up discussions with the Executive Director for Ethos and Values 

of the largest sponsor of Academies in the UK, to explore and embed ubuntu 

within the academies.  Many of the Academies have international links especially 

in Africa. 

4. Developing a series of ‘purposeful conversations’ where a school or cluster of 

schools come together with other people (parents, employers, local politicians 

and educational professionals) for a series of three focused conversations 

spaced about 5-6 weeks apart to explore together how the school(s) is/are 

contributing to the well being of that community.  The first focus will be on 

purpose, the second on leadership and the third on belonging. Each conversation 

will close with actions that will be brought back to the next conversation and 

explored further.  

5. To develop a leadership workshop for use by heads and senior staff of UK and 

Dutch schools engaged in international links, which focus on learning to belong.  

As we road test this model, we will offer it to be carried out internationally. 

Students long to discover how they are going to make a difference to the world, leaving it 

behind as a better place because of their participation. Do we not as adults connect with 

that inner child’s aspiration inside us all the time? U4S is seeking to consciously cultivate 

this further.                          

John Balzagette, The Grubb Institute 



 

 

Chartered Institute Environmental Health update and news 

 

The CIEH International Special Interest Group (ISIG) has been busy. Its North West 

Region has successfully completed its 2 year Project with Zambian Health Officers 

funded by DfID through THET under the Health Links Scheme. My own East Midlands 

Region is about to submit its final report for a similar Project with Uganda. Following this, 

the 2 regions are planning to submit a Large Grants application for a joint project 

between Zambia and Uganda to further help to develop the capacity of health workers in 

those 2 countries and widen  best practice across East Africa. 

 

The CIEH ISIG continues to develop its international strategy with an increase in 

international membership wanting more support, and links with more countries especially 

in Asia. I am also in the middle of helping our international partners to complete further 

applications for Commonwealth Fellowships for  2012. 

 

With one of my personal hats on, I am taking another group of UK EHO’s to Uganda for 

3 weeks in May where we will be working on community projects including water 

protection, building Eco-San toilets and assisting the small charity, Daventry Friends of 

Iganga, with its growing links with many schools in Iganga, in Eastern Uganda. One of 

these school links has led to a link to the Olympics in London. 

 

Annet Ngesa, a young girl with no shoes, living in a rural village, was seen by King of 

Kings School in Iganga winning at the National Athletics Championships. They invited 

her to attend their school where, with their coaching, she won a bronze for Uganda at the 

World Student Games and was 4th in the recent Commonwealth Games, last year she 

won a gold in the All Africa Games. We are hoping Annet will make to the Olympics and 

the 800m final (Yes I have tickets!).  I will remind you nearer the time 

 

My 2nd hat is with the charity Water for Kids. We will be funding protection of more rural 

water sources in Uganda, repairing a rural water supply in southern Tanzania, helping 

the Warwick/Bo link in Sierra Leone provide toilets in a market, harvesting more rain 

water for schools in Kenya and proviing safe water in Zambia. 

Peter Minhinnett, CIEH ISIG, President.  

peter@minhinnett.fsnet.co.uk  

07876475713 

www.cieh.org/international  

www.waterforkids.org.uk 

www.friendsofiganga.org 
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mailto:peter@minhinnett.fsnet.co.uk
http://www.cieh.org/international
http://www.waterforkids.org.uk/
http://www.friendsofiganga.org/


 

 

 

 
 

Photographers for Hope is an initiative led by photographers who believe in the power of 

images to support positive social change. We want to use our passion for photography to 

tell stories that will inspire action and foster a stronger global community. The idea for 

the group was born out of the need of images from organizations that are committed to 

improving lives of the poor and disenfranchised. These groups need strong photos to tell 

their stories and support their advocacy campaigns. Photographers have a common 

drive for compelling stories and opportunities to use their skills for good. What drives 

their passion and ambition is access to good stories, opportunities to work with 

interesting subjects and chances to make a difference with their work. 

Photographers for Hope is about linking up the complementary needs of both of these 

groups and help change the world for the better. 

 

EXAMPLES OF THEIR PROJECTS 

Bangladesh, 40 years after Victory Day 

In December 2011, 13 photographers from around the world came to Bangladesh to 

commemorate its independence. Using the 40th anniversary of Victory Day as an 

opportunity to reflect how the country and its citizens have progressed in the last four 

decades, these pictures are a snapshot of today’s Bangladesh. Their stories are ones of 

hardship, success, challenges and triumphs 

           

                              

 

http://photographersforhope.org/
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/TARDY_1.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/KP_2381.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/ElaineChen_1.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/PG_3272_2011.jpg


Eyes on the Street 

In July 2011, four photographers from around the world held a special 7-day workshop in 

Glasgow, Scotland. Organised by INSP and led by legendary photographer David 

Burnett, the photographers coached four homeless vendors of The Big Issue in 

Scotland. Working together, the group documented the daily lives of the vendors through 

photography and film. Their mission was to depict personal stories, explore the 

challenges faced by people experiencing homelessness, and to give the local and 

international community an intimate glimpse of the issues faced by a growing number of 

people experiencing homelessness and economic hardship. 

 

        
 

                                 
 

               
 

http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/BUR110715Glasgow_Malky_0608a.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/wee-Robert-4.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/MALKY110714Glasgow_0264.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Daniel319.jpg
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/SST201107_Joan_PFHGlasgow_001.jpg


Fight For Peace  

It was my privilege to visit Fight for Peace/Luta Pela Paz in September of 2010.Fight for 

Peace uses boxing and other martial arts combined with education and personal 

development to realise the potential of young people in communities that suffer from 

crime and violence. It was founded by former English amateur boxer Luke Dowdney in 

2000 in the Complexo da Maré, an area of favelas (shantytowns) in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil. As in many favela communities in Rio de Janeiro, high levels of poverty, exclusion 

and a lack of social services in the Complexo da Maré have led to children and 

adolescents being employed by drug factions as openly armed foot-soldiers, lookouts 

and drug sellers. Since its establishment in 2000, Fight for Peace has developed a 

prevention and rehabilitation model to confront the problem of child and youth 

participation in crime, gangs and gun violence within disadvantaged communities. 

 

http://www.fightforpeace.net  

Ben Moldenhauer 

 

                                           
 

 

For more information about Photographers for Hope 

 Contact: info@photographersforhope.org 

All photographs in this article are copyright of the individual photographers within 

Photographers for Hope. 

 

http://www.fightforpeace.net/
mailto:%20info@photographersforhope.org
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/moldenhauer_cdb_revised_2.png
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/moldenhauer_cdb_revised_8.png
http://photographersforhope.org/pfh/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/moldenhauer_cdb_revised_10.png


 

 

Reviewing The Toolkit 
 

The UK One World Linking Association (UKOWLA) Toolkit for Linking: Opportunities and 

Challenges was created over a sustained period of discussions and consultations 

between groups and committed members of UKOWLA  in the late 1990s.  Its aim is to 

highlight what has been learned over the years since the end of the Second World War 

when the idea of linking took hold as a means of contributing to a lasting world peace.  

DFID funding between 2003-2012 for Global School Partnerships, then Global 

Community Links, as well as a plethora of dedicated websites and organisations have 

contributed to a massive rise in the numbers of linking communities from youth groups 

and schools to hospital trusts so we know that there is still a need for such a resource.   

UKOWLA believes The Toolkit is a valuable and still relevant guide for those of us 

working so hard to make our partnerships work for everyone involved, but we also think 

it’s time we revisited the Toolkit, or at least, its existing format, to find out whether, as 

well as how, people are using it and whether we can make it more accessible and 

relevant to the needs of linking communities today.   

 

The Toolkit was designed to widen participation and develop critical skills and the 

understanding that equitable linking between individuals and communities can help to 

bring about a more just and sustainable world.  UKOWLA’s aims, achieved through 

conferences, projects and advocacy are to advance education, relieve poverty and 

promote racial harmony worldwide – big aims for a very small organisation, so we have 

to find ways of communicating, persuading, discussing these big issues in ways that 

attract new as well as longstanding participants. 

 

Having been involved in some of the early discussions, as well as having worked in 

Development Education for more than twenty years, I agree with Margaret Burr, who 

designed and developed The Toolkit, that one of the most important questions is to think 

very carefully first about why or whether to start a link at all.   In his foreword to the 

Toolkit, Archbishop Desmond Tutu reminds us that: “Linking equips us to learn more; not 

just about people who have different religions, cultures and beliefs but also allows us to 

take a step back and analyse our own behaviour. How do our actions, whether we think 

them to be small or large, negative or positive, affect those in other nations who may live 

half a world away?” 

 

Perhaps there is a role for the Toolkit to play in bringing together our different 

communities who live here in the UK today – after all, we are a very big mix of 

nationalities, cultures, beliefs and backgrounds, not least rural and urban or wealthy and 

poor and all the other lifestyle issues that threaten to divide us.  Indeed, the Toolkit 

recommends that we should attempt to form links within our own country as a first step 

COMMUNITY 



towards learning about the diverse nature of our own communities in order to break 

down a few barriers.  This way, we learn that it’s difficult enough within our small island  

to solve the problems of communicating within different languages or traditions, or about 

the difficulties as well as the expense of arranging meetings to work on ideas or projects 

without the added problem of time zones, visas and much more. 

 

There is certainly a role for the Toolkit to contribute to achieving the combined goals of 

UKOWLA and BUILD in relation to supporting links through churches and diaspora 

communities, but do the existing leaflets relate to the questions that members of these 

groups would ask of participants?  Another question that needs to be asked is about how 

both our organisations enable the spread of these principles for good practice at a time 

when our sister organisations, like Development Education Centres and other charitable 

community organisations, are having to downsize or even close completely due to a lack 

of funds.  Websites and perhaps even smartphone apps are certainly replacing the 

printed word – or is there still a place for this format? 

 

If you have never followed the link to The Toolkit for Linking on the UKOWLA website 

http://www.ukowla.org.uk/toolkitmain/toolkit.asp or on the BUILD website  

http://www.build-online.org.uk/jml/activities/toolkit-of-good-practice, please do so and 

perhaps get in touch with director, Lynn Cutler (lynn@ukowla.org; Tel: 0146055449) to 

offer your own perspective on some of these questions, we want to ensure that this 

valuable resource continues to reach and provide support for our linking partners, both at 

home and abroad, for another decade and more. 

Averil Newsam, Chair of UKOWLA Trustees.  

 

 

 

Spotlight on acta 
 

acta Community Theatre is an educational arts charity based in Bristol which has been 

supporting people to create original theatre since 1985. We work with some of the most 

vulnerable people in society across a wide range of ages and cultures, enabling people 

to use their creativity, gain access to education and develop confidence, self-esteem and 

pride of place.  

 

At present, our key areas of work are touring community theatre, neighbourhood arts 

and youth theatre though projects often cross a variety of art-forms and have included 

carnival, music, video and visual arts, involving hundreds of people every year. In 2011, 

acta delivered over 700 workshops engaging nearly 1000 participants and produced 16 

original new shows, watched by almost 3000 people. 

COMMUNITY 
 

http://www.ukowla.org.uk/toolkitmain/toolkit.asp
http://www.build-online.org.uk/jml/activities/toolkit-of-good-practice
mailto:lynn@ukowla.org


We believe participating in arts activity has the power to regenerate communities and the 

company has worked with many neighbourhoods in Bristol. Recent funding from the Big 

Lottery Reaching Communities Fund has enabled an arts programme specifically for 

local people in the Bedminster area of the city. The project, called Get Together, 

includes two youth theatres, a community theatre group for adults and families, a 

community choir and work with isolated older people. We also work with children and 

families north and south of the city in a family learning project called Open Circle, also 

funded by the Lottery. 

 

Our projects are often delivered through a series of weekly open access workshops, 

though the company also facilitates short courses and summer projects. Occasionally 

these are in partnership with other organisations and in schools. 

 

Most recently, we hosted a four day international festival of community theatre as part of 

the COAST project. COAST (Community Oriented Arts and Social Transformation) is a 

two-year EU funded partnership project between acta and arts organisations in 

Germany, Holland and Poland.  

 
COAST project event – Day3 

 

The festival had a particular focus on stories of migration and crossing borders and 

created an opportunity for practitioners and participants alike to share and discuss their 

work both in terms of artistic qualities and the positive social impact it can have on 

individuals and communities. COAST continues this year with events hosted in Europe 

leading to a DVD, book and travelling exhibition which will be widely distributed. 

For more information about COAST and acta,  visit www.acta-bristol.com. 

Rebecca Allen, rebecca@acta-bristol.com 

http://www.acta-bristol.com/
mailto:rebecca@acta-bristol.com


 

 

 

EXPLORING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS THROUGH ENGLISH 

PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL CLUBS 

 

With all attention currently on the Olympics, and most of the headlines relating to British 

football focussed on a small number of inordinately rich and powerful clubs which 

dominate the Premier League, and therefore everything else as well, the work of a very 

small number of football clubs in forging links with communities especially in Africa 

(where, across the continent, if there is electricity, there is a TV showing an English 

football match, and the shirts of Arsenal and Man Utd and Chelsea adorn the smallest to 

the largest children), is not surprisingly lost and forgotten. 

They should not be.  There is outstanding work being done, with Charlton Athletic in the 

lead with their ground-breaking project in townships in Johannesburg, Cape Town and 

Durban, working in close collaboration with the Metropolitan Police and British Airways, 

and with the explicit support of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  Swindon Town, 

too, have created a partnership with the city of Livingstone in Zambia, and are looking to 

develop the link over the next few years in a way which will bring both communities 

together in an innovative and creative partnership for change. 

I have been in conversation with both clubs, with Southampton, and most recently with 

Bournemouth, both of which are looking to create links, to explore ways in which these 

very strong links – in various stages of development – could really benefit their 

communities here as well as in Africa (or wherever).  How might other organisations 

within both communities be brought into the partnership, and how can we identify and 

address the issues and challenges which unite the communities at both ends? 

 

One outworking of this initiative will be a conference in early September, under the 

auspices of our All Party Parliamentary Group, chaired by Claire Perry MP, and working 

with both the Africa and the Football APPGs. This which will bring politicians, sports 

administrators, football clubs, NGOs etc together to explore how this might be more fully 

explored as a model across the country. 

 

Below is a taster of what Charlton and Swindon have set out to do: 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 



In 2002 the Charlton Athletic Community Trust (CACT) undertook a groundbreaking 

initiative in the township of Alexandra in Johannesburg, South Africa. At the request of 

Southwark Metropolitan Police, and aware of the projects that CACT delivered locally 

with key stakeholders, the Trust was asked to undertake a community cohesion 

programme to use football to break down barriers that existed between the South African 

Police and young people in particular. 

 

Using football as a vehicle, the aim of the project was to divert children away from crime 

and disorder, and educate them around issues such as citizenship, paraffin awareness 

and hygiene. 2002 marked a decade of existence for CACT, allowing it to draw upon its 

vast experience and award-winning frameworks of community-based activity to 

implement programmes delivering sustainable social change. Nothing like this had been 

brought to South Africa before. 

The activity in Alexandra was so successful that the programme, at the request of the 

then British High Commissioner to South Africa Paul Boateng who had visited the project 

extensively, was extended in 2006 to Cape Town. Boateng was so impressed with the 

impact that the programme had on the lives of children and adults in the townships that 

in 2008 he again requested an expansion of the programme to Durban.  

 

CACT Objectives:                                                                                                                                            

:To provide a sustainable community programme in areas of deprivation and promote 

community cohesion, empowering individuals to allow social change within townships. 

:To deliver the FA Level 1 coaching qualification, leading to employment opportunities at 

football clubs which have embraced the community scheme ethos modelled at Charlton 

Athletic Football Club. 

: To capacity build and share best practice, ensuring the programmes create a lasting 

legacy up to and beyond the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. 

 

Charlton Athletic Football Club: objectives 

:To use the power of the football club and the community ethos at Charlton to make a 

difference to the lives of the young and underprivileged in South Africa.  

:To underpin the club’s corporate and social responsibility not only with our domestic 

work but in a third world country. 

 

Metropolitan Police Service: objectives 

:To share best practice. 

:Tto implement policies and procedures that work in the UK, to show the South African 

police service how football, the private sector (British Airways) and the police can work in 

a multi-agency approach to affect the lives of so many young people. 

:To divert young people into positive activities and away from crime and disorder or 

being victims of crime and disorder and deliver positive messages to them using role 

models in a safe, enjoyable learning environment. 



Swindon Town FC 

 
In December 2011, Swindon Town Football in the Community Trust returned from 

Zambia after completing their 6 day coaching programme in the town of Livingstone. 

This visit marked the 3rd  by the Trust since 2008. 

 

The coaching team worked with over 300 youngsters and 35 Zambia Association 

coaches during their visit to Africa with the word of Swindon Town Football Club being 

spread far and wide. 

 

The week involved the Trust working with teams ranging from 12 – 18 years, including 

this year the launch of the girls’ coaching programme, led by Beth Thompson and Jon 

Holloway.  Throughout the week the 5 coaches delivered a coaching education 

programme to the 30+ Zambia Coaches Association workshop which covered many 

aspects of the game. This work is seen as a crucial element of the trip as it gives the 

coaches new ideas and initiatives to further develop the young players within the region 

of Livingstone.    

 

                                             

http://www.swindontownfc.co.uk/
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Under-17s-Tournament-Teams-6.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/cirencester-town-donated-kit.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/local-children-watch-on.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/equipment-departs-swindon.jpg


The coaching programme in Zambia was completed with 16 teams of Under 17’s Boys 

and 5 under 17’s Girls teams taking part in the 2nd STFiTC Festival of Football. The 21 

teams all received a box of donations consisting of a full playing kit, T shirts, junior and 

adult football boots and trainers.  The girls’ tournament provided as much excitement off 

the pitch as on, with girls dancing and singing for their teams whilst the boys’ games saw 

great celebrations every time the ball hit the back of the net.  

 

 

          
 

                   
                                                   

       
 

 

Amit Rama, who was instrumental in the STFiTC coaching programme, was presented 

with a Swindon Town First team shirt which is now proudly being displayed in the 

clubhouse at Bhurati Sports Ground, alongside various photos and kits of Premiership 

teams. 

 

http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/nakitindi-school-2.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/nakitindi-school.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/nirmala-fc-under-17s.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/head-and-catch.jpg


Saturday evening saw the STFiTC team and coaches from the Zambian Coaches 

Association come together to celebrate the week’s success. STFiTC were presented 

with individual gifts, including a handmade beaded STFC logo whilst all Zambian 

Coaches received their certificate as recognition for their attendance to the coaching 

workshop. 100 hand stitched Alive and Kicking footballs were distributed to each 

individual team coach and to various schools and youth groups throughout the coaching 

programme. 

 

 

     

                                 Andrew Deuchar, Director, BUILD 

 

 

 

 

 

VSO and Commonwealth Professional Fellowships: 

Turning professional placements into UK-South  

partnerships for development 

 

Since 2003, VSO has facilitated opportunities for key professionals from our partner 

organisations in developing Commonwealth countries to undertake 3-month work 

placements with UK organisations, as part of the Commonwealth Professional 

Fellowship (CPF) scheme.  CPF is a great opportunity for individuals and organisations 

working in the same development field to share professional knowledge, enhance their 

skills and gain new global perspectives on their work.   

CPF presents a fantastic opportunity to build international links.  VSO supports some of 

these short-term fellowships to become long term sustainable partnerships by supporting 

reciprocal visits and ongoing knowledge-sharing after the UK placements. 

COMMUNITY 

http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/intel-corporation-donations-2.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/local-children-looking-on.jpg
http://stfitc.co.uk/wp-content/gallery/zambia-december-2011/local-children-warm-up.jpg


One example of this involved George House Trust (GHT), a voluntary organisation 

supporting people living with HIV, particularly from the African and gay communities in 

Manchester.  In 2010, GHT hosted Remmy Mukonka, executive director of Anti AIDS 

Teachers Association of Zambia (AATAZ).  Remmy increased his knowledge and 

expertise of delivering HIV&AIDS services by working with senior staff and observing 

service provision, supporting a project to engage African people in GHT’s work, and 

campaigning around World AIDS Day.   

 

“I am going back to my country as a shining example of this learning and a proud 

member of the big Commonwealth family of Scholars and Fellows Worldwide.”  

Remmy Mukonka, Zambian Commonwealth Fellow 2010 

 

In turn, GHT gained from Remmy’s perspective on their work in service delivery and at 

senior management level.  As a result, they went on to host two Fellows from different 

organisations in Zimbabwe the following year, building on previous learning, further 

raising awareness of GHT in the male African community and bringing valuable cultural 

perspectives: 

 

“It has been great to have their input from a Zimbabwean point of view, as it is 

easy to lose perspective working in the UK.  This is especially useful as around 

50% of GHT’s African service users are Zimbabwean.”  

Lynda Shentall, Director of Services, George House Trust 

 

Knowledge and skills gained by Fellows has been widely cascaded with new strategies 

implemented between VSO partner organisations and wider HIV & AIDS networks in 

Zimbabwe and Zambia.   In order to further build on the impact of the Fellowships, Lynda 

Shentall, Director of Services at GHT, will visit Zimbabwe in August 2012.  She will 

spend two weeks with VSO Zimbabwe and visit their HIV & AIDS partners, including the 

Fellows’ organisations.  She will observe firsthand the longer term impact of the 

Fellowships and support the Fellows to apply and share their learning.  Lynda will gain 

firsthand experience of the HIV & AIDS sector in Zimbabwe and be able to share her 

experience in the UK.  Lynda will also identify potential future Commonwealth 

Professional Fellows for GHT to host, to sustain this global partnership. 

 

If your organisation is interested in learning more about hosting a VSO Commonwealth 

Professional Fellowship, please contact  

Rachael Glover 

 at rachael.glover@vso.org.uk or on 0208 7807334.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:rachael.glover@vso.org.uk


 

 

The Commonwealth comes to Gilwell 

Gilwell Park, the home of Scouting, was buzzing with activity for the  2012  

Commonwealth Scout Forum (CSF), part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. 

Aged between 18 and 25, more than 30 CSF representatives came from as far afield as 

Anguilla, Belize, and Uganda to participate in a series of events focused on improving 

relationships between Commonwealth Scout organisations. A total of 20 of the 54 

Commonwealth nations were represented. 

 

An action-packed weekend 

The theme for the event was ‘Developing Scout Partnerships in the Commonwealth’, and 

Friday’s activities were based around this topic. Young people engaged in discussions 

on how Scout organisations could work together to develop their programmes and 

enhance international experiences. A day of plenary sessions, presentations and 

discussion groups took place, examining subjects such as ‘Connecting Cultures’, 

‘Scouting in your Community’, ‘International Scouting Programmes’, and ‘Facilitating 

Local Exchanges’. 

The Scouts departed from Gilwell Park on Saturday morning on a trip to explore London. 

This included a ride on the London Eye, a London bus tour, a Thames river cruise, 

games in Green Park and Trafalgar Square and a reception with the Commonwealth 

Secretary General.  

 

 

COMMONWEALTH CELEBRATIONS 



On Sunday, the Commonwealth Scouts were guests at the 2012 National Scout Service 

and Parade which took place at Windsor Castle. They lined up alongside a crop of this 

year’s Queen’s Scouts and 50 other Scouts honoured for gallantry to meet HM The 

Queen and Chief Scout Bear Grylls. 

A home from home 

Home hospitality had been organised for the duration of the Commonwealth Scouts’ 

stay, with many of them staying with UK Scouting volunteers. Helen Sinclair, an Explorer 

Scout Leader from 8th Holborn Scouts, looked after Scouts from Grenada, Bangladesh, 

Mauritius, Antigua and Barbuda, and Saint Lucia. She helped to organise independent 

excursions to some of London’s top sights, including the British Museum and the 

Olympic Park at Stratford to add to the official programme of events. Helen said: 

‘The first Scout to arrive was Jerron from Grenada. One of our Scouts, Andrew, showed 

him some of London’s sights and helped him get used to the British weather.’ 

Memorable experiences 

The majority of the Commonwealth Scouts departed on the Monday in good spirits 

despite the prospect of the lengthy journey home, while others will leave later this week, 

to return to their respective countries with new ideas on scouting and some great 

memories too. They certainly seem to have enjoyed themselves, judging from recent 

Tweets: 

Caitlyn Piton, Canada: 'Well this was the experience of a lifetime. I can’t wait to come 

home and tell everyone what I’ve learned about the Commonwealth!'  

Jean-Marc Bonello, Malta: 'back home after an unforgettable weekend, amazing thanks 

all @ukintscouts' 

 

Thank you to the 

Commonwealth Scouts 

who made it all the way 

to the UK, and to the 

volunteers who did so 

much for our visitors, 

including organising 

home hospitality. 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/ukintscouts


 

Commonwealth Day Observance 

In March, the Commonwealth Day Observance took place at Westminster Abbey. 

celebrating the 2012 Commonwealth Theme and kicking off the Commonwealth’s 

celebrations of the Diamond Jubilee. The annual event is the UK’s largest multi-faith 

celebration and was attended by over 2,000 people, including Her Majesty The Queen, 

Commonwealth Secretary-General Kamalesh Sharma, former Prime Minister and Chair 

of The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust Sir John Major, Rt Hon Lord Howell of 

Guildford, Commonwealth High Commissioners and nearly a thousand school children 

who won their places by contributing to the Jubilee Time Capsule.  

Performances included South African jazz musician Hugh Masekela, who got the 

hundreds of school children in the Abbey singing along with him and dancing in their 

seats, Canadian singer-songwriter Rufus Wainwright who sang his haunting version of 

Hallelujah, The Descarga Dance Company, the Commonwealth Youth Orchestra, and 

Laura Wright and the Reading Blue Coat School Choir who gave the first live 

performance of a Diamond Jubilee Song, Stronger as One. 

Renowned primatologist Dr Jane Goodall OBE delivered a heartfelt adress, which she 

began with a distance greeting call of the wild chimpanzee, before emphasising the 

importance of protecting our planet. Commonwealth Lecturer Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie also spoke, highlighting the importance of recognising diversity, she said: "The 

single story creates stereotypes…they make one story all the stories". She urged the 

assembled guests to recognise the importance of multiple identities, and of shared 

human experiences: "We must know not only how people suffer, but also how they love". 

Scottish Makar, Liz Lochhead, read a poem specially commissioned for the event, 

Connecting Cultures, which you can read at

http://www.thercs.org/society/Filestore/PDFDownloads/Connecting_Cultures.pdf 

As well as celebrating the 2012 Commonwealth Theme, Connecting Cultures, the 

Observance also kicked off the Commonwealth’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  

For pictures from the day, and the watch the Commonwealth Day Message which was 

broadcast in Westminster Abbey during the Observance, go to 

http://www.thercs.org/society/239  

The Royal Commonwealth Society 

 

 

 

COMMONWEALTH CELEBRATIONS 
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A River of Stories, 

 The Commonwealth Education Trust. 

 

A myriad of different writing structures and sophistication, A River of 

Stories gives a taste of the cultures within our varied community, The 

Commonwealth. 

The book is a collection of poems, tales and myths from the 54 

countries of the Commonwealth using the theme of water to combine them into a 

magical book for you to take a dip. 

From the River Fairies of Uganda to the Ice King of Canada, this book and its characters 

will enchant children from all around the Commonwealth. There are tales of mischievous 

boys, of romance, of hard work and reward, misdeeds and punishment, and a variety of 

gods, spirits and ghosts. Choose your bedtime stories carefully, as some tales will 

provoke many questions.  

 
HRH The Prince of Wales writes a message at the beginning  of ‘A River of Stories’ 
about the magic of a book compared to a downloaded version, that ‘has a personality, a 
presence and a permanence you can hold, feel and smell’, and this book is no 
exception, available as a beautifully tactile hardback. 
 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Hardback, 160 pages,  

244 x 198mm, portrait,  

100 illustrations, 28,000 words 

 

Trade hardback 

ISBN: 978-0-9569299-0-7 

List price: £18.99 

Also available is a limited personalised leather bound edition 

 

The Commonwealth Trust has its origins in the donations, principally from individual 

citizens of the then Empire, made to the Prince of Wales, who later became King Edward 

VII, in 1886 in celebration of the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria. The purpose of the 

Trust is to further education and research throughout what has now become the 

Commonwealth of Nations. 

 

A River of Stories marks the 125th anniversary of the original Trust fund. 

Lynne Mawby 

Available from: 
www.ariverofstories.com/the-commonwealth-education-trust.html 

Special slip-cased gift edition 
ISBN: 978-0-9569299-1-4 
List price: £27.00                                 

COMMONWEALTH CELEBRATIONS 

http://www.1886investments.com/products/store


 

 

Arup International Development 

Arup believes that local action and scalable solutions to complex, global issues can only 

be created through collaborative partnerships. 

We bring strong support to our partner’s goals with international expertise in resilience, 

disaster response and reconstruction, sustainable infrastructure, buildings, 

water, education and healthcare. 

In our long-term relationship with Habitat for Humanity we have evaluated their post-

tsunami programmes in Asia, provided technical expertise in the Philippines and 

contributed to numerous aspects of their work in Haiti. Such relationships enable the 

exchange of the global expertise and local knowledge necessary to develop and deliver 

innovative solutions. 

We recognise the importance of working with communities. We have contributed to 

publications on owner-driven reconstruction and regularly undertake community-based 

participatory research – a hallmark of our groundbreaking study to define the 

characteristics of safe and resilient communities with the International Federation of Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 

A flexible and holistic approach 

Arup provides strategic advice, technical expertise and evaluation, across a range of 

sectors and scales. In our partnership with the Rockefeller Foundation on the Asian 

Cities Climate Change Resilience Network we are providing programme management 

support, technical assistance, knowledge management and dissemination. 

We are outcome-focused yet flexible in our approach. We view tangible outputs and 

communication as key stepping-stones in our project delivery. 

We are committed to sharing new knowledge gained from each of our projects with our 

partners and the wider development sector. A case in point is the report Lessons from 

Aceh, which outlines case studies that now inform best practice in post-disaster 

reconstruction. We have also developed ASPIRE, a software based tool for assessing 

the sustainability and poverty reduction in developing countries, which has been used to 

share learning across countries and programmes 

 

Isobel Byrne-Hill 

 

 

CORPORATE 

http://arup.com/Projects/Asian_Cities_Climate_Change_Resilience_Network.aspx
http://arup.com/Projects/Aceh_Post-Tsunami_Reconstruction.aspx
http://arup.com/Services/Sustainable_Infrastructure_Design.aspx
http://arup.com/Services/Sustainable_Buildings_Design.aspx
http://arup.com/Markets/Water.aspx
http://arup.com/Markets/Education.aspx
http://arup.com/Markets/Healthcare.aspx
http://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk/
http://sheltercentre.org/meeting/material/ASPIRE+Tool+Evaluating+longterm+impact+shelter+programmes
http://sheltercentre.org/meeting/material/ASPIRE+Tool+Evaluating+longterm+impact+shelter+programmes
http://practicalaction.org/building-back-better-book
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://arup.com/Projects/Asian_Cities_Climate_Change_Resilience_Network.aspx
http://arup.com/Projects/Asian_Cities_Climate_Change_Resilience_Network.aspx
http://arup.com/Publications/Lessons_from_Aceh.aspx
http://arup.com/Publications/Lessons_from_Aceh.aspx
http://www.oasys-software.com/products/environmental/aspire.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bits and Bobs 

Upcoming RAS Events  
 

The Charles Taylor verdict: An end to impunity or 
Justice a la  Carte? 
7 June, 2012 
 
The Challenges of Diaspora Media and its 
Development 
20 June, 2012 

Link Community Development 

“Cycle from the source of the River Nile to the stunning Murchison Falls 
National Park in Link Community Development’s newest and most 
exciting overseas challenge. Registration fee is £199.   

Sponsorship target includes flights, bike hire, accommodation and food. 

 Click for more info.” www.ugandabikeride.org 

 

THET 

We’ve put out a call for medical equipment grants recently 
which may be of interest. Details at the link below  

http://www.thet.org/hps/news/call-for-applications-for-
medium-paired-institutional-medical-equipment-grants 

 Grant size: £15,000 per year for projects of 12 to 24 months 
 Deadline for applications is the 6th June 2012. 

 

 

http://www.royalafricansociety.org/what-we-do/upcoming-ras-meetings/details/1168-the-charles-taylor-verdict-an-end-to-impunity-or-justice-a-la-carte.html
http://www.royalafricansociety.org/what-we-do/upcoming-ras-meetings/details/1168-the-charles-taylor-verdict-an-end-to-impunity-or-justice-a-la-carte.html
http://www.royalafricansociety.org/what-we-do/upcoming-ras-meetings/details/1169-the-challenges-of-diaspora-media-and-its-development.html
http://www.royalafricansociety.org/what-we-do/upcoming-ras-meetings/details/1169-the-challenges-of-diaspora-media-and-its-development.html
http://www.ugandabikeride.org/
http://www.thet.org/hps/news/call-for-applications-for-medium-paired-institutional-medical-equipment-grants
http://www.thet.org/hps/news/call-for-applications-for-medium-paired-institutional-medical-equipment-grants
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